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JULY – PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE 
 
June has been an unusual month. First it was 
dry, then the 10” of rain and now dry again. 
This has been tough for some plants. We do 
hope your gardens are fairing for the better. 
After the picnic June 10, we toured the cutting 
garden at Park View Health Center. Thank you 
to Bill & Tom Weber and John Proknow for all 
their hard work getting that organized. It looks 
just gorgeous. Thank you also to Sue 
Steinhilber and her committee for the 
vegetable container garden. They too did a lot 
of work to get it looking as great as it does. If 
we all help a little, the job gets done easier. 
Thank you to Linda Tobey for the garden walk. 
The weather was great for being outside. We 
really appreciate her opening up her yard for 
us. 
We do hope you are keeping track of your 
hours. They are due to Shelly by August 31. 
This year will be something new with renewing 
your dues. They are due to the Treasurer, Alice 
Graf, by August 31. We hope by changing the 
date we will get everyone’s renewal in on time. 
The amount will remain the same at $30/year.  
We are still looking for a Community Education 
Lead. Master Gardeners are missing out on 
community opportunities by not having a lead. 
Don’t forget the Winnebago County Fair 
August 13-17. We will have a booth inside the 
Expo Building. Here again is an opportunity for 
volunteer hours. 
Soon the Farmer’s Market in Oshkosh should 
be filling up with home grown vegetables, yum. 
We also have a table there with information 
about the Master Gardeners. 
July 31 at the Coughlin Center there will be an 
informational meeting for those who want to 
join the Master Gardener Program & class 
starting Sept. 3rd.. We need a few MG’s to 
come and welcome our prospective volunteers. 
UW-Extension Agent Nick Schneider will have 
more information on that. 
 
See you in the garden! 
 

Kathy & Mary 
 
 

NICK’S NOTES 
 
Master Gardener Booth at Farm Technology Days 
Please volunteer in the Master Gardener booth at 
the Wisconsin Farm Technology Days just 40 miles 
away in Brown County!  Every year the Wisconsin 
Farm Technology Days moves to a different county 
around the state.  During my first year in UW-
Extension, the county I served was hosting.  As a 
new County Ag Agent, this was great way for me to 
become acquainted with the people in the 
community.  Since then, I had the opportunity serve 
in the “Progress Pavilion” (the Extension tent).  It 
was quite enjoyable.  Master Gardener 
Associations in the area are asked to take a time 
slot in the Master Gardener Volunteer booth to help 
answer questions.  Eight associations per year are 
needed to help.  After communicating with Bob 
Tomesh, UW Horticulture Specialist, I selected 
Wednesday morning, July 16th, from 8:00 a.m. to 
noon for the Winnebago County Association.  
Unknown weather aside, this is the best time slot.  
All exhibits will be set up by Wednesday and 
mornings are more comfortable.  Each Association 
needs to provide 4 volunteers willing to serve the ½ 
day shift.  You will get a free day pass.  You will 
have plenty of time in the afternoon to tour the 600 
exhibits of the 60 acre tent city.  Attractions include 
activities in the Family Living Tent, Gerrits family 
home tour, and the Arts and Crafts tent.  Please 
contact Nick Schneider at 920-232-1971 or email 
nick.schneider@ces.uwex.edu if you are willing to 
volunteer.  
 Introduction to the Master Gardener Program 
Since there will be a new basic Master Gardener 
class hosted this fall, I want to encourage 
prospective new Master Gardener Volunteers to 
attend this event at the J.P. Coughlin Center at 
6:00 p.m. on July 31st.  The goal of this introductory 
meeting is to help the general public understand 
that the Master Gardener training is preparation for 
volunteer service, and not just an elaborate 
gardening class.  Since class space is limited, class 
registration preference will be given to those people 
that attend this event.  If you have a friend who has 
expressed interest in becoming a Master Gardener 
volunteer, please advise them to attend. 
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HOURS  ANSWERS 

 
1. Hours are due into Shelley AAholm no 

later than August 31. 
 
2. The first thing to know about hours is that 

EVERYONE MUST work a minimum of 24 
volunteer hours each year. Certified 
members only must also do a minimum of 
10 hours of continuing education every year 
to keep up their certification. 

 
3. Of the 24 volunteer hours you must work 10 

hours on a sanctioned MG project before 
your Individual project hours will count. 5 of 
the remaining 14 hours MUST BE doing 
some type of Community Education. This 
can be done by working in the office as  a 
Plant Health Care Advisor, working at the 
Farmers Market or any other event we  are 
answering questions from the community. If 
you’d like you can also write an article for 
the newsletter or do a presentation to a 
group. If you are uncertain your selection 
will meet the requirement as any Board 
Member or email 
linda@americanpresstech.com 

 
4. We will not accept any form but our 

Winnebago County form or any form year 
other than 2008. If you do not have one look 
back in your newsletters, go to the website 
and take it from there, or call Linda @ 734-
2264 to get one. 

 
5. If you are entering by hand, you do not have 

to total your columns either. You can if you 
wish, but Shelley will read and re-add all of 
them. If there is an error you will be notified.  

 
6. DO NOT write in the gray areas. We only 

need totals for the month. If you are unsure 
where to put some of your time enter it in 
the any other services, any other projects or 
any other Comm. Ed. Spaces. 

 
7. If you have any questions about hours call 

Linda Tobey (920) 734-2264 or email 
linda@americanpresstech.com. All of your 
question will be answered.  

 
 
 

 

 
 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT – ASK NOW 
I will be answering your hours questions in every 
issue until our September issue. If you have any 
questions Email to linda@americanpresstech.com, 
write to me at 1800 Midway Rd. Menasha 54952, or 
call 734-2264 with your question. I will put the 
question and answer in the next issue. Just 
remember if you have the question so does 
someone else. Do both of you a favor and ask. 
 
Master Gardener Board Meeting 
June 3, 2008 
Coughlin Center, 6 p.m. 
Members present:  Kathy Daniels, Bob Potter, 
Ken Hawk, Linda Werner, Mary Wiedenmeier, Alice 
Graf, Stan Meyer, Marge Bolding, Nick Schneider,  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The balance in the MG checking account on May 
31, 2008 was $8,345.  The total of all accounts was 
$13,596.46.  May expenses totaled $380.20 and 
income $194.  The report was approved. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
There were no additions or corrections to the May 
board minutes as published in the newsletter, and 
the report was approved. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
June Picnic 
67 people have signed up for the June 10 picnic so 
far. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Community Education Lead 
There is still no lead for Community Education 
Committee.  Audrey Ruedinger will ask Marge 
Menacher to consider it.  Kathy Daniels and Mary 
Wiedenmeier will send Audrey a job description for 
the position.  Dorothy Gayhart-Kunz currently has 
the information boards that are used for displays. 
 
Worm Castings 
All of the previously purchased worm castings are gone.  
Ken will contact Steve Schueller to see what the cost is 
and in what quantities it is being sold.   
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Less will be ordered this time.  Lynn Goudreau may still 
have some of the original barrels.  Nick Schneider will 
check with her as he can also use the barrels at the 
community gardens.  There is some space available in 
the UW Extension garage that could be used for a 
bagging operation and limited storage.  A fresh supply is 
needed quickly for the farm market. 
 
Habitat for Humanity Project Application 
Habitat for Humanity’s request for $400 for each of 
approximately seven houses to be built in 2009 would 
push the budget for this project past the $2,000 limit.  
However, it may not be possible to do a smaller number 
of houses as Habitat must provide the same amenities 
for each new owner.  Other suggestions included 
purchasing a tree for each home or just offering 
volunteers to mentor new homeowners in landscape 
care.  Another possibility would be to steer new MG’s 
toward this project to get their hours under the 
supervision of a previously certified MG.  Bob Potter 
made a motion to propose to Habitat a plan that would 
provide $50 per home (maximum 7) to purchase a tree 
along with a MG mentor and one or two new MG’s to 
educate the homeowner in planting and maintenance of 
their new landscape.  Linda Werner seconded the 
motion.  Mary Wiedenmeier will discuss this offer with 
Gary Ludlewski to see if he will accept/decline or want to 
modify the proposal.  The final plan will be brought to the 
membership to determine interest. 
 
Individual Project Request 
Linda Tobey submitted a personal project application to 
assist the Family Resource Center in planning and 
teaching gardening skills to adults and children.  No 
funding was requested and only a few hours would be 
needed.  Linda Werner made a motion to approve the 
request.  Stan Meyer seconded it and the motion was 
approved. 
 
Cookbook Sales 
There are about 300 cookbooks left.  Kathy Daniels 
recommended that the price be reduced to $8 for sale at 
the Farmer’s Market.  Bob Potter made a motion to sell 
the cookbooks for $8 each as a Farmer’s Market special.  
Alice Graf seconded the motion and it was approved. 
 
Basic Classes 
Nick Schneider will schedule a pre-class introductory 
session on July 31 at 6 p.m. for new participants in the 
basic class.  The session will allow Nick to get the 
paperwork, including a background check application, 
out of the way and to stress the MG focus on 
volunteering and community education.  Some board 
members will be asked to talk about the MG program.  
The meeting will be publicized through mailings to 
people on the list and a press release.  A second 
session may be scheduled in August, depending on the 
attendance on July 31. 
 
Mentor Program for New Trainees 
Kathy Daniels proposed a mentor program to help with 
retention of new MGs.  Audrey Ruedinger reported that a 

previous attempt to initiate a mentor program was not 
very successful.  A more pro-active approach to keeping 
in touch with new MGs might work better.  There was 
also a suggestion to tie the mentoring to a specific 
project such as the proposed Habitat for Humanity 
project.  No decision on initiating a program was made at 
this time. 
 
Dues Date Change   
December is a difficult time to collect dues from 
members because people are very busy and there are a 
lot of other expenses.  After some discussion, Bob Potter 
made a motion to change the annual dues due date to 
August 31 to coincide with turning in the annual hours 
form.  Linda Werner seconded the motion and it was 
approved.  The change will be explained in the 
newsletter and the new Basic Class will start out on that 
schedule, as the membership fee is part of the class 
registration cost. 
 
County Fair 
Alice Graf received a request for MG to fund two 4-H 
awards at the county fair.  One would go to the 
outstanding garden exhibit and the other to the 
outstanding exhibitor.  Marge Bolding said the past 
practice has been to provide $25 per award.  She made 
a motion to again fund the two awards at the $25 level.  
Stan Meyer seconded the motion and it was approved.  
Marge will also be at the fair to present the awards. 
 
Farm Progress Days 
Nick Schneider called for volunteers to staff at booth at 
the 2008 Farm Progress Days to be held in Greenleaf 
in mid-July.  Four people are needed to take a four-
hour shift.  He will send out an email to all 
members. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Education Committee:  Dates for the invasive and 
native plant ID walk are still pending.  September 13 or 
17 are possibilities.  It will take the place of one of the 
September classes.  Nick Schneider and Audrey 
Ruedinger are working on confirming the date and 
speakers.  It will take place at the Waukau Nature 
Preserve.  Carpooling will be necessary due to limited 
parking.  Everything should be finalized by the July 
Board meeting. 
The Paine:  The spring plant sale/festival was 
successful.  The weather was good and the MG booth 
sold out of worm castings and handed out a lot of 
brochures. 
 
Garden Walks:  The May garden tour at the homes of 
Bob Potter and Marge Bolding were very nice.  
Attendance was good and there were a lot of positive 
comments.   The next garden walk will be at the home of 
Linda Tobey on June 17.  Audrey Ruedinger will line-up 
another garden walk for August. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m. 
Submitted by 
Linda Werner, Secretary 
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IMPORTANT MG MESSAGE 
Dues Due Date Changed 

 
Starting this year, the annual Winnebago County 
Master Gardener dues will need to be in to the 
Treasurer, Alice Graf by September 1, 2008.  In the 
past last minute payments have made it very 
difficult to get dues into the state by the January 1 
deadline. We have had way too many members 
forget about renewals with the Holiday rush. This 
change gives us all one less things to get done and 
one less expense in December.   
 
A renewal form will be in the August newsletter  
 

                                                
IMPORTANT      IMPORTAN       IMPORTANT 
 
What Am I?”  by Bruce Abraham 
 
I am a native, biennial/perennial Wisconsin plant of 
the Family Asteraceae (Aster Family); Genus 
Rudbeckia.  My habitat is typically southern upland 
forest, but can grow in open areas and with good 
growing conditions naturalize quite rapidly.  As a 
perennial, I am short-lived, but readily self-sow.  My 
height is between 1’ – 5’ with multiple-branched 
hairy, stiff stems.  My basal leaves are dark green, 
hairy, three-lobed.  My green leaves at the base are 
about 1” long, oval in shape with three rounded 
lobes.  Along my stems I have dark green leaves 
that are alternate, ovate with serrated edges about 
4” long and 2” wide - quite coarse to the touch.  At 
each stem end I produce a single, composite, 
daisy-like flower with 6 – 12 yellow ray florets 
surrounding a flattened cone - initially jet black, but 
fading to brown.  My flower is 1-1/2” – 2” in 
diameter typically from July through October.  Flies, 
bees, and butterflies visit for my nectar and pollen 
(bees, only).  What Am I? 
 

 

FLOWER OF 
THE MONTH 
   LARKSPUR  
 
Larkspur is the 
common name for 
plants in the genus 
Delphinium, which 
has hundreds of 
unique species that 
can be found 
throughout the 
Northern 
Hemisphere and in 
parts of Africa as well. Numerous cultivars 
have been domesticated for gardens 
throughout the world, and larkspur is 
particularly associated with old fashioned 
English gardens. All larkspurs have deeply 
lobed leaves which grow close to the ground, 
coupled with tall stalks of densely concentrated 
flowers, and tend to bloom in the early spring. 
Many larkspurs have spurred flowers which 
resemble the feet of birds, and the stalks can 
sometimes grow as high as seven feet in 
height. 
 
Depending on where larkspur is found growing, 
it can be an annual or perennial. Because the 
plants are highly susceptible to frost and 
extreme heat, they tend to favor moderate 
climates, and will die back in the heat of 
summer. If the winter is mild enough, the 
larkspur will survive to bloom into the next 
year. Because larkspur forms rhizomes, or 
sprawling networks of roots and sprouts, it will 
spread readily in mild conditions, and 
gardeners can also separate the rhizomes to 
encourage the plant to spread. Larkspur can 
also be found at very high elevations, and the 
taller growing varieties of the plant appear to 
prefer the height, reseeding themselves every 
year.  
 
The flowers range in color from white to pale 
pink to lavender to blue, and some exotic 
hybrids have been bred with striking color 
combinations like rich violet flowers with white 
centers. The plant prefers full sun to partial 
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shade and moist soil while it is growing, and 
will grow in almost any USDA zone, depending 
on the varietal. Most gardeners start larkspur 
from seed directly in the garden, because the 
plant will experience transplant shock 
otherwise. If starting larkspur in a greenhouse, 
use biodegradable peat pots, which can be 
planted directly into the soil.Larkspur is also 
toxic, and gardeners with grazing animals 
should take care to plant larkspur out of their 
reach. The plant is apparently quite palatable, 
and also high in calcium, so some animals will 
eat it to correct dietary deficiencies. Cows, 
especially, have been known to die after eating 
only small amounts of the attractive plant, and 
many people who pasture cows wait until the 
heat of summer to let them out onto fields 
where larkspur blooms, as the majority of the 
plants will have died back at that point.  
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  
 

 
Gardening tip 

 
Before considering using either synthetic fertilizers or 
chemicals, consider their environmental impact. Do 
some research and realize that there are many organic 
substitutions for these products that will minimize 
environmental damage 

. 
 
Pond Walk 
July 19-20 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Sponsored by Tranquility Ponds, Neenah 
Tickets:  $7 in advance, $9 on event days 
Tickets can be purchased at Tranquility Ponds, 
1320 Gillingham Rd., Neenah 
(Take Breezewood exit off Hwy. 41.  Gillingham 
Road is the west frontage road.) 
Ponds are located throughout the Fox Valley.  
There will be approximately 15 ponds on the pond 
walk . . big ponds, small ponds, waterfalls, beautiful 
plants and fish.  Most people with ponds have 
beautiful gardens surrounding them, so even if you 
have no intention of installing your own pond, this 
tour is worthwhile.  You will receive maps and 
directions with ticket purchase. 
 
For more information call 725-9981 or e-mail 
pondguy@newbc.rr.com 

Project of the month 
Octagon House Project 
  
This project was initiated by Linda Tobey on 
request from Dave Dexter, the director of the 
Neenah Historical Society. The project objective is 
to recreate as much as possible the Landscape 
(trees, shrubs, flowers and vegetables) around the 
Octagon House which is owned by the Neenah 
Historical Society. 
The MG volunteers currently working on the 
research and planning phases are: Jean Reed, 
Linday Tobey, Betty Kuen, Ken Friedman and Jerry 
Robak. We are also fortunate to have Anne Ross, a 
daughter of the Quinn's who were the previous 
owners of the property, to provide a lot of the 
historical and landscaping expertise for this project. 
This committee has been meeting quite regularly 
and has a first draft of a landscaping plan. Next 
steps are to provide a cost estimate and prepare for 
a presentation of the plan to the Historical Society 
Board for approval. Hopefully we will get to the 
point of actually doing some planting yet this fall.  
  
Jerry Robak, Project Lead 
 

JULY GARDEN TASKS 
Houseplants, Perennials and Annuals 
• Week 1 & 2. Clean bird baths every second or 

third day to prevent mosquito larva 
development. 

• Take the timers for irrigation systems out of 
automatic mode to prevent over watering and 
water waste. 

• Bearded Iris should be divided shortly after 
blooming. 

• Prune flowering shrugs after they finish 
blooming. 

• Fertilize annuals and hardy garden mums using 
a 20-20-20- fertilizer. 

• Dead head plants as blooms fade. 
• Keep watchful eye for insect invasions. 
• Week 2. Make final pinch of mums. 
• After strawberry harvest is complete Spring 

varities shoud be mowed to 5cm and suckers 
removed. This helps rewnew the plants 

• Week 3.  Bleeder trees such as maples should 
be prunes now. 

• Week 4.  Order fall planting items. 
• Raise cutting height of mower for hot weather 

cutting to no less than 2 ½ inches. 
• Transplant Madonna lilies, Bleeding Hearts, 

Oriental Poppies now. 
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Flower Arranging @ Park View 
 
The scheduel for flower arranging at Park View is 
set. We would also like to invite anyone interested 
to join us. Please contact Pat Behm to be added to 
the list or if you have any questions answered. 
Ph.  410-3290 or email 
mailto:mtbehm1@new.rr.com 
 
June 23 
1:30  Prairieside 1 NS 
2:15  Woodside  1 NS 
 
July 7 
1:30  Lakeside 1 North 
2:15  Lakeside 1 South 
 
July 21   
1:30  Parkside 1 North 
2:15  Lakeside NS 
 
August 4 Geat Room 
  Fair Entries 
August 18  
1:30  Prairieside 2 NS 
2:15  Woodside 2 NS 
 
September 15 
1:30  Parkside 2 S 
2:15  Parkside 2 N 
 
September 29 
TBA – if no frost 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WHAT AM I Answer: 
 
I am an erect, biennial/perennial forb/herb - 
Rudbeckia triloba L. var. triloba; common name: 
brown-eyed Susan, three-lobed coneflower 
 
References: http://www.botany.wisc.edu/wisflora/ and  
associated links 
 

 
 

New   New   New 
  

Let’s share websites 
 
Barbara Ann Elmer one of our members in good 
standing came up with a great idea. She thinks it 
would be a great idea to share our favorite 
gardening websites. They might be informative, 
funny or just plain beautiful. 
 
Barbara starts us off with Dave’s Gardens.  Just 
Google it.  It’s great give it a try. Now what’s yours? 
 
Your favorite links will also be added to our web 
site.   
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Garden Walks Revisited 

 

                                   
 
 
June 17th brought us to the home of 
 Linda & Carl Tobey in Menasha. 
                                                  
We thank you all for coming and we urge 
You to have a garden walk too. It is a 
Very fulfilling thing to do.  
 
                                                               

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      DON’T JUST GROW IT 
 

SHOW IT ! 
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Prairie Gardeners Needed 

  
Have you always wanted to learn more about the 
prairie and its flowers, as well as the prairie 
ecosystem?  Volunteering is the best way to learn.  
Our weekly volunteer sessions are on Wednesdays 
starting at 8am, and the group meets at the picnic 
shelter by the east parking lot at UW Fond du Lac.  
Bring your water bottle and gloves and wear long 
pants and sturdy shoes.  To complement our 
volunteer work, three learning sessions have been 
scheduled this summer. 
  
Wednesday, June 25—Weed ‘Em and Eat 
Learn how to correctly identify the top 10 invasive 
plants for our area, and well as how to control 
them.  Snacks to follow.  Don’t worry, you won’t 
have to eat the weeds! 
  
Wednesday, August 13— Arboretum Tour   
Visit the different parts of the Arboretum, including 
the north and south sections of prairie, the formal 
Arboretum and the wildlife pond. 
  
Wednesday, September 3rd—Fall wildflowers and 
grasses.  Learn to ID fall wildflowers and grasses at 
the Arboretum while you work.  The fall wildflowers 
are spectacular this time of year. 
   
Plus, for your reading pleasure, info about this 
year's Prairie Fest is now available online on 
the UW Website.  In addition, the Summer 
newsletter is available.  Follow this link:  
www.fdl.uwc.edu/arboretum. 

 
Last Tuesdays in the Gardens 

 
Enjoy a Stroll at Twilight 
June 24, July 29, August 26 
4:00 to 7:00 pm 
  
The early evening hours are an especially nice 
time to enjoy the gardens, and the Paine 
welcomes you to visit for free. The gardens will 
be open in the evening the last Tuesday of 
each summer month from 4:00 to 7:00 pm, 
June through August. 
 
Curator of Horticulture, Sheila Glaske, will be 
on hand to answer your questions, offer 
suggestions, and provide insight into the 

inspirations behind this year’s summer garden 
showcase. 
 
The Paine is located at 1410 Algoma Blvd. in 
Oshkosh.  For more information, please visit 
www.thepaine.org or call (920) 235-6903. 

 
 

Master Gardener of the Month 
Jean Reed 

 
I’m a native of Neenah where I currently live 
and garden.  My husband, Mark, and I have 
been married 30 years and have three lovely 
daughters, Mariah, Jennifer, and Lisa.   
 
Many years ago my friends were always 
bugging me about how to plant this or what 
plant that was and I decided to get a little more 
formal education and started the Master 
Gardener training.  Currently, I am the 
Winnebago County Master Gardeners keeper 
of the computer and projector.  I am the 
webmaster for the group’s web site.  My most 
recent project has been co-editor of the 
newsletter with Linda Tobey.  I am also 
working on the Octagon House project.   
 
I am a web designer and developer working for 
Fox Valley Technical College.   
 
My gardens are a work in progress.  We have 
two ponds (one isn’t really working now) and 
many, many flowers and plants.  Mark told me 
many years ago that it wouldn’t hurt his 
feelings if he never had to cut grass again and 
I took him at his word.   
 
Happy Gardening!   
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   WE ALL MAKE THE WORLD  
 

MORE LOVING, SAFER,  
 

STRONGER AND ALL AROUND  
 

BETTER WHEN WE  
 

VOLUNTEER 
        
 

 
 

    

JULY 2008 
(THIS CALENDAR IS A HANDY WAY TO KEEP TRACK OF YOUR HOURS)  

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 
  1  

BOARD MEETING 
6:00 - Coughlin 

2 
 

3    
 

4  Independence  
Day 

 

5 
 

6  
 

7 
 
 

8 9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
Farmers Market 

13 
 

14 
 

15    
 

16 
 

17 
 
 

18   
            Garden  of 

19     
Readin’ 
 
Farmers Market 

20 21 
 

22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 

25 26 
 
Farmers Market 

27 28  
 

29 
 

30 
 

31   

 
This calendar is a perfect spot to keep track of your hours. 


