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PRESIDENT'S JULY LETTER 

RAIN RAIN RAIN GO AWAY ! ! 
 

What a busy, rainy month we had. I do hope we get 
more sunshine in August so our gardens can grow. 
I am looking forward to some vine ripened 
tomatoes soon. 
 

As we head into August, a reminder that our dues 
and hours are due the end of this month. Please 
have your hours sent to Bruce Abraham by 
September 1st or they will not be counted toward 
your certification. Dues should be sent to the 
Membership Lead, Dawn Kent. 
  

August is also a time for the fair!! Sue Bohn has 
emailed a schedule of times available to volunteer. 
Remember these hours go toward your required 
hours for community education. If you need hours, 
please call or email Sue. 
  

As July was winding down, there was the 
Wisconsin Master Gardener Convention in 
Sheboygan that I am sure some of you attended. I 
hope the time was well spent and you will share 
some of the information with us at our next 
business meeting. 
 

Tuesday, August 13 we will have a garden tour of 
the projects. It is always good to see what the 
members are doing for their volunteer hours.  
 

Don't forget our Master Gardener training starts 
Tuesday, September 7, 6pm. If you know of 
someone who is interested in doing volunteer work, 
encourage them to becoming a Certified Master 
Gardener. This is a wonderful way of giving back to 
your community while doing something we all love-
gardening. 
 

Hope you have a good August and we will see you 
at our next business meeting, Tuesday, September 
14, 6pm at the 
Coughlin Center. 
 

Happy Gardening, 
Kathy & Mary 
 
 

 
All Forms are available on our website 
 

 

Winnebago County Master Gardener 
Volunteer Training to Begin 

 

The mission of the Winnebago County Master 
Gardener Association is to provide horticulture 
education, community service and environmental 
stewardship for our community in affiliation with the 
University of Wisconsin Extension.   
 

Basic Training will be hosted in Winnebago County 
from September 7 through November 23 at the J.P. 
Coughlin Center, 625 E. County Rd Y, Oshkosh.  
Classes will be presented on Tuesday evenings 
from 6 to 9 p.m.  Basic Training will cost $150 per 
person.  Topics included will be plant propagation, 
soils, woody ornamentals, herbaceous 
ornamentals, entomology, plant pathology, weeds, 
lawn care, vegetables, fruits, native and invasive 
plants, and backyard wildlife.  
 

The registration deadline for the 2010 Basic Master 
Gardner Volunteer training is August 13th. In order 
to fulfill registration requirements, the Volunteer 
Agreement, Consent to Background Check, and 
$150 payment must be received by Treasurer, Alice 
Graf, 1270 Locust St. Oshkosh, WI 54902.  Make 
check payable to WCMGA.  The required forms are 
obtained online at 
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/winnebago/hort/ConsumerHort.htm or 
by calling the Winnebago County UW-Extension 
office at 920-232970. 

 
 
 
HOURS FORMS       ARE DUE NO 

LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 1. 
 

 
 

Membership is also due 
September 1.  Membership form 
is in the back by the hours form 
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AUGUST PLANT OF THE MONTH    

DAY LILLIES  

Daylilies are perennial 
plants. The name 
Hemerocallis comes from 
the Greek words ����� 
(h�mera) "day" and ����	 
(kalos) "beautiful". The 
flowers of most species 
open at sunrise and wither 
at sunset, possibly 
replaced by another one 
on the same stem the next 

day. Some species are night-blooming. Daylilies 
are not commonly used as cut flowers for formal 
flower arranging, yet they make good cut flowers 
otherwise as new flowers continue to open on cut 
stems over several days. 

Originally native from Europe to China, Korea, and 
Japan, their large showy flowers have made them 
popular worldwide. There are over 60,000 
registered cultivars. Only a few cultivars are 
scented, scented cultivars are appearing more 
frequently in northern hybridization however. Some 
cultivars rebloom later in the season, particularly if 
their developing seedpods are removed. 

Daylilies occur as a clump including leaves, the 
crown, and the roots. The long, often linear 
lanceolate leaves are grouped into opposite flat 
fans with leaves arching out to both sides. The 
crown of a daylily is the small white portion 
between the leaves and the roots, an essential part 
of the fan. Along the flower stem or scape, small 
leafy "proliferations" may form at nodes or in bracts. 
These proliferations form roots when planted and 
are the exact clones of the parent plant. Some 
daylilies show elongated widenings along the roots, 
made by the plant mostly for water storage and an 
indication of good health. 

The common Daylily has potential to become a 
noxious weed and is listed as such by the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.[3] 
While sometimes planted due to their ease of 
growth and the fact that they produce a flower, non-
clumping varieties of daylily can quickly overrun a 
garden. Once established, it is difficult to remove 
runner daylilies from the yard. 

 
 
  

 WHERE IS IT? 
  Plant of the Month – pg 2 
  Garden Walk info – pg2 
  Birthdays – pg 3 
  What Am I? – pg 3 /ans. Pg 8 
  Hours message – pg 7 
  Flooded Garden Warning – pg 12 & 13 
  Hours & Membership Forms – pg 14 & 15 
 
 

"Our First Progressive Project Walk" 
Tuesday August 10 will be 

 

6:00 PM    Park View Prairie Garden     
Host: Ken Hawk/assistants 

6:30 PM    Park View Cutting Garden 
Host: Bill & Tom Weber/ John Procknow 

7:15 PM    Park View Vegetable Garden 
Host: The Webers 

7:30 PM    Humane Society Memorial Garden 
Host: Dara Sitter/assistants 

8:15 PM    Washington Elementary School  
(929 Winnebago Ave)   
Host Marge Menacher/Pat Behm/assistants 

???  PM    Lincoln Memorial –School 
Host: Karen Wedde / Mary Haave  
located on Algoma Blvd, actually on UW-
Oshkosh Campus. 

 

I am attempting to group this year’s projects within 
a reasonable driving distance.  I also realize it is 
most difficult to put a time to each location.  So 
please give this consideration when visiting our 
project sites.  Also please respect the progression 
to benefit out of town members who are not familiar 
with the Oshkosh area...this way we can stay 
together and drive somewhat together from site to 
site.  I chose not to include a map, however with 
our MapQuest, etc., available to most......if most of 
you prefer a detailed map, please request.   
 
A suggestion: carpool from Park View possibly 
would be helpful for people coming in from the 
north.  Our hosts will be available to explain their 
projects and answer questions. 
 
All the Master Gardeners involved with this year’s 
"Project Walk" are very excited to share/show the 
benefits/rewards of many hours of hard work and 
dedication to these six incredible successful Master 
Gardener Projects...  Please come and 
acknowledge them by your presence.   
 
Any questions or request, please contact me, 
Audrey Ruedinger at 231-5745 or email 
aruedinger2@new.rr.com 
Note: wrong email in 2010 booklet 
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Kay Batrell 
 Linda Christensen 

        Dawn Kent 
 

 
 

 
What Am I?    
   By Jane Kuhn 
 

I am a perennial native herb which has been 
hybridized for garden use for my showy red, pink or 
lilac flowers. My flowers are in large heads or 
whorls of about 20-50 flowers at the top of the 
branching stem, supported by leafy bracts which 
are a pale green color. They bloom in mid- to late 
summer. My stem is square, grooved, hard and 
about 3 feet high. My leaves occur in opposite 
pairs, are rough on both surfaces, and are distinctly 
toothed and lance-shaped. When crushed they 
exude a spicy, highly fragrant oil. Fine dense hairs 
cover much of the stem and leaves. My roots are 
short, slender, creeping rhizomes. 
 

I prefer full sun and moist yet well-drained soil. 
Powdery mildew and rust may disrupt established 
plants on occasion, but plants are in general highly 
resistant to most wilts and viruses. I am used in 
areas for naturalization and in beds and borders to 
encourage and increase the appearance of 
hummingbirds and pollinating insects. Because of 
oils present in my roots I am sometimes used as a 
companion plant around small vegetable crops 
susceptible to subterranean pests. If grown around 
tomatoes, I am known for ostensibly improving both 
health and flavor. 
 

Propagation occurs by seed directly or started in 
cold frames or greenhouses, by hardwood or 
softwood cuttings, root cuttings, layering and 
division. To keep me from becoming invasive, I 
should be divided every three years in either spring 
or fall by digging up the root clump, discarding the 
inner, older portion and re-planting the new 
divisions.  
 

I have a long history of use as a medicinal plant by 
many Native Americans. Due to the strong 
antiseptic action of my plants, I was used for skin 
infections and minor wounds as well as mouth and 
throat infections. An infusion of crushed leaves has  

 

been used to treat headaches and fevers. I am the 
natural source of the antiseptic Thymol, the primary 
active ingredient in modern commercial mouthwash 
formulas. 

 
Communications Committee Forming 
 

The Winnebago County Master Gardener 
Association has become a very active organization 
that offers many volunteer and educational 
opportunities.  It has become more important than 
ever to effectively communicate with our members 
and the community.  The WCMGA Board has 
decided to establish a Communications Committee 
to coordinate production and distribution of the 
information we want to share--both internally and 
externally.  This is a great volunteer opportunity for  
Master Gardeners who need to get their volunteer 
hours in on weekends or in the evening.  Many of 
the tasks can be done from a home computer.  
Some of the things committee members may do 
include: 

• Maintaining mailing lists 
• Calendar updating 
• Designing poster/brochures or working with 

a graphic designer 
• Writing brochure copy or news releases 
• Ordering printed materials 
• Distribution of posters/brochures 
• Assembling mailings 
• Updating informational materials 
• Proofreading 

 
If you have experience in any of these areas, that’s 
great; but it is not required.  Anyone who would like 
more information about the new Communications 
Committee can email Linda Werner at 

lwerner7@aol.com or call 725-8168 after 5 p.m. 
 

It's County Fair time once again! 
 
The Winnebago County fair is an excellent time to 
provide outreach about our MG association, 
information to the public about current horticulture 
issues, and, answers to fair-goers’ questions.  
 

The fair runs Tuesday evening, August 3 through 
Sunday afternoon, August 8. The MG booth will be 
manned for portions of that time. Preferably, the 
booth will be manned 3 to 7p.m. each day 
Wednesday through Friday, from noon to 7 on 
Saturday, and from noon to 3 on Sunday.  
 

This is your chance to sign up to volunteer at the 
booth. Don’t worry if you “don’t know all the 
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answers” to the questions visitors to the booth 
might have. Remember, our MG strength is our 
knowledge and our information is based on 
research. And what we don’t know, we are really 
good at looking up! Our MG plant health advisors 
(PHA) will follow up with the answers to the tough 
questions. 
 

The goal is to have 2 or 3 MG’s at the fair booth 
during the times when traffic flow past the booth is 
heaviest which would be the hours listed above. 
You can sign up for shifts 2 hours or more in length. 
If you are interested in working at the booth but not 
yet a certified MG, you will be paired with a certified 
MG.   
 

Your time spent volunteering at the fair counts 
toward your community education requirement 
for certification. That requirement states that 
you spend 5 hours per year teaching others 
what you have learned. Have you met this 
requirement this year? If not, you only have until 
the end of August to do so! 
 

If you are interested in volunteering for the booth, 
please reply to me by July 30 at auntie@ntd.net  
Please let me know if you are a certified MG or 
not, and, what days and hours you are interested in 
volunteering. Include your email address, your 
phone number, and the best time to reach you. I’ll 
prepare a schedule and get back to you. If you 
have a question, please email me. I often travel for 
work so email is the best way to reach me.  
 

Thanks, Sue Bohn 

 

Poison Ivy in Compost 

By Jean Reed 

 
I recently came down 
with a strange rash.  
It took me about 3 
weeks to figure out it 
was poison ivy.  But 
how did I contract it?  
I have no poison ivy 
in my yard.  I am 
allergic to it so I do 
know how to identify it.  I was not out in the woods.  
The only thing I had been doing was working in my 
yard.  I most likely contracted it from the compost 
we put on our front gardens from the City of 
Neenah compost pile.  My husband and daughter 
picked up the compost and spread it so I did not 
come in contact with the compost until I was 

planting in it.  Once I realized I had poison ivy and 
started treating it properly, I finally had some relief. 
 

My next concern was, “How long does the poison 
ivy stay active in the compost?”  I checked with one 
of the Natural Resources Instructors at Fox Valley 
Technical College and he directed me to my 
County Extension Office.  So I contacted Nick 
Schneider.  There is not a research based clear cut 
answer but he did point me to this website which 
was very helpful.   
http://mailman.cloudnet.com/pipermail/compost/200
0-April/006688.html 

 
In summary, please do not put poison ivy in your 
compost or in the city pickup.  It is not known how 
long the urushiol stays active in the compost and is 
dangerous for people like me, who are sensitive.        
to it 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poison Ivy Rash itself                      

One thing it would pay for all of us to remember is 
to beware of compost and soils we get and have no 
control over, especially those given for free that are 
not packaged with contents listed. As many of us 
have found over the years, you may get more than 
you bargained for. Good Luck and as always stay 
safe. 

 
REMEMBER THE SAYING 

 

Leaves of three let them be 
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WORM CASTINGS AVAILABLE 
 

A new supply of bagged worm castings is 
now available.  Four drums of worm 

castings were purchased and picked 
up from the Correctional Center and 
on June 23rd with the help of Dave 

Leonard, Bette Hoytink, Debbie Quandt, 
and Nick Schneider three drums of worm castings 
were bagged in two pound bags.  Thanks for your 
help.  One more drum will be opened for bagging 
as needed later on.  The castings can be picked up 
at the Coughlin Center where they are stored in a 
garage.  Check with Nick Schneider or Julie Grundy 
at the Extension office for access to the storage 
area.  For personal use the member’s price is $1.00 
per pound payable to WCMGA with payment 
arrangements made with our treasurer Alice Graf.  
If used for a sanctioned project the price is also 
$1.00 per pound but assessed to the project 
budget.  Quantities can also be picked up for sale 
to the public at events such as shows, information 
booths, farmer’s market etc.  Non-Member pricing 
is $2.50 per pound. 
Thanks. 
Ken 
 

 
 
Problems, Prevention and Control 
Issues  
 

Pest: Thrips  
Thrips; are small, winged insects that attack many types 
of plants and thrive in hot, dry conditions (like heated 
houses). They can multiply quickly as a female can lay 
up to 300 eggs in a life span of 45 days without mating. 
Most of the damage to plants is caused by the young 
larvae which feed on tender leaf and flower tissue. This 
leads to distorted growth, injured flower petals and 
premature flower drop. Thrips also can transmit many 
harmful plant viruses.  
 

Prevention and Control: keep weeds down and use 
screening on windows to keep them out. Remove or 
discard infested plants, keep them away from non-
infested plants. Trap with yellow sticky cards or take 
advantage of natural enemies such as predatory mites. 
Sometimes a good steady shower of water will wash 
them off the plant. Consult your local garden center, 
professional or county Cooperative extension office for 
legal chemical recommendations.  
 
 
 
 

 

Pest: Spider Mites  
Spider mites are small, 8 legged, spider-like creatures 
which thrive in hot, dry conditions (like heated houses). 
Spider mites feed with piercing mouth parts, which 
cause plants to appear yellow and stippled. Leaf drop 
and plant death can occur with heavy infestations. 
Spider mites can multiply quickly, as a female can lay up 
to 200 eggs in a life span of 30 days. They also produce 
a web which can cover infested leaves and flowers.  
 

Prevention and Control: Keep weeds down and 
remove infested plants. Dry air seems to worsen the 
problem, so make sure plants are regularly watered, 
especially those preferring high humidity such as 
tropical’s, citrus, or tomatoes. Always check new plants 
prior to bringing them home from the garden center or 
nursery. Take advantage of natural enemies such as 
ladybug larvae. If a miticide is recommended by your 
local garden center professional or county Cooperative 
Extension office, read and follow all label directions. 
Concentrate your efforts on the undersides of the leaves 
as that is where spider mites generally live.  
 
Pest: Whiteflies  
Whiteflies are small, winged insects that look like tiny 
moths, which attack many types of plants. The flying 
adult stage prefers the underside of leaves to feed and 
breed. Whiteflies can multiply quickly as a female can 
lay up to 500 eggs in a life span of 2 months. If a plant is 
infested with whiteflies, you will see a cloud of fleeing 
insects when the plant is disturbed. Whiteflies can 
weaken a plant, eventually leading to plant death if they 
are not checked. They can transmit many harmful plant 
viruses. They also produce a sweet substance called 
honeydew (coveted by ants) which can lead to an 
unattractive black surface fungal growth called sooty 
mold .  
 

Possible controls: keep weeds down; use screening in 
windows to keep them out; remove infested plants away 
from non-infested plants; use a reflective mulch 
(aluminum foil) under plants (this repels whiteflies); trap 
with yellow sticky cards, apply labeled pesticides; 
encourage natural enemies such as parasitic wasps in 
the garden; and sometimes a good steady shower of 
water will wash them off the plant.  
 
Pest: Aphids  
Aphids are small, soft-bodied, slow-moving insects that 
suck fluids from plants. Aphids come in many colors, 
ranging from green to brown to black, and they may 
have wings. They attack a wide range of plant species 
causing stunting, deformed leaves and buds. They can 
transmit harmful plant viruses with their piercing/sucking 
mouthparts. Aphids, generally, are merely a nuisance, 
since it takes many of them to cause serious plant 
damage. However aphids do produce a sweet substance 
called honeydew (coveted by ants) which can lead to an 
unattractive black surface growth called sooty mold.  
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Aphids can increase quickly in numbers and 
each female can produce up to 250 live nymphs in the 
course of a month without mating. Aphids often appear 
when the environment changes - spring & fall. They're 
often massed at the tips of branches feeding on 
succulent tissue. Aphids are attracted to the color yellow 
and will often hitchhike on yellow clothing.  
 
Prevention and Control: Keep weeds to an absolute 
minimum, especially around desirable plants. On 
edibles, wash off infected area of plant. Lady bugs and 
lacewings will feed on aphids in the garden. There are 
various products - organic and inorganic - that can be 
used to control aphids. Seek the recommendation of a 
professional and follow all label procedures to a tee.  
 

Fungi: Powdery Mildew  
Powdery Mildew is usually found on plants that do not 
have enough air circulation or adequate light. Problems 
are worse where nights are cool and days are warm and 
humid. The powdery white or gray fungus is usually 
found on the upper surface of leaves or fruit. Leaves will 
often turn yellow or brown, curl up, and drop off. New 
foliage emerges crinkled and distorted. Fruit will be 
dwarfed and often drops early.  
 

Prevention and Control: Plant resistant varieties and 
space plants properly so they receive adequate light and 
air circulation. Always water from below, keeping water 
off the foliage. This is paramount for roses. Go easy on 
the nitrogen fertilizer. Apply fungicides according to label 
directions before problem becomes severe and follow 
directions exactly, not missing any required treatments. 
Sanitation is a must - clean up and remove all leaves, 
flowers, or debris in the fall and destroy.  
 

Pest: Caterpillars  
Caterpillars are the immature form of moths and 
butterflies. They are voracious feeders attacking a wide 
variety of plants. They can be highly destructive and are 
characterized as leaf feeders, stem borers, leaf rollers, 
cutworms and tent-formers.  
 

Prevention and Control: keep weeds down, scout 
individual plants and remove caterpillars, apply labeled 
insecticides such as soaps and oils, take advantage of 
natural enemies such as parasitic wasps in the garden 
and use Bacillus thuringiensis (biological warfare) for 
some caterpillar species.  
 

Fungi: Black Spot  
A known rose disease, Black Spot appears on young 
leaves as irregular black circles, often having a yellow 
halo. Circles or spore colonies may grow to 1/2 inch in 
diameter. Leaves will turn yellow and drop off, only to 
produce more leaves that will follow the same pattern.  
 

Roses may not make it through the winter if black spot is 
severe. The fungus will also affect the size and quality of 
flowers.  
 

 

Prevention and Control: 
Plant resistant varieties for your area. Always water from 
the ground; never overhead. Practice good sanitation - 
clean up and destroy debris, especially around plants 
that have had a problem. When pruning roses, even 
deadheading, dip pruners in a bleach / water solution 
after each cut, for this prevents spread of any fungus or 
disease. If a plant seems to have chronic black spot, 
remove it. A 2-3 inch thick layer of mulch at the base of 
plant reduces splashing. Do not wait until black spot is a 
huge problem to control! Start early. Spray with a 
fungicide labeled for black spot on roses.  
 

Pest: Scale Insects  
Scales are insects, related to mealy bugs that can be a 
problem on a wide variety of plants - indoor and outdoor. 
Young scales crawl until they find a good feeding site. 
The adult females then lose their legs and remain on a 
spot protected by its hard shell layer. They appear as 
bumps, often on the lower sides of leaves. They have 
piercing mouth parts that suck the sap out of plant 
tissue. Scales can weaken a plant leading to yellow 
foliage and leaf drop. They also produce a sweet 
substance called honeydew (coveted by ants) which can 
lead to an unattractive black surface fungal growth called 
sooty mold.  
 

Prevention and Control: Once established they are 
hard to control. Isolate infested plants away from those 
that are not infested. Consult your local garden center 
professional or Cooperative Extension office in your 
county for a legal recommendation regarding their 
control. Encourage natural enemies such as parasitic 
wasps in the garden.  
 

Diseases: Blight  
Blights are cause by fungi or bacteria that kill plant 
tissue. Symptoms often show up as the rapid spotting or 
wilting of foliage. There are many different blights 
specific to various plants, each requiring a varied 
method of control.  
 
Pest: Earwigs 

Earwigs are conspicuous and easily recognized relatives 
of cockroaches. They are ¼ - 1" long, elongated, 
flattened insects with forceps or pinchers at the tail end; 
they may be winged or wingless. At first glance, winged 
earwigs appear to be wingless; in fact, their wings fold 
up many times under the small front wing covers; some 
fly to lights. Earwigs have chewing mouthparts and are 
opportunistic omnivores that feed on other insects and 
often scavenge in garbage and moist plant material. 
They also feed on some plant tissue, and at least one is 
a pest in greenhouses. They are dependent on high 
moisture. Earwigs are active at night; they shelter 
together and are quiet during the day, hiding in moist, 
shady locations. 
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Prevention and Control:  

• Caulk/seal all cracks and crevices in the 
foundation.  

• Lightly dust with Comet® or talcum or medicated 
body powder or food-grade DE  

• Prepare a band of vegetation-free (and 
bark/mulch-free) area around the building.  

• Sprays of detergents and/or dish soaps are 
known to quickly kill earwigs. Use pesticidal 
soaps when labeled for this use, or better still 
spray with diluted Safe Solutions, Inc. Enzyme 
Cleaner with Pepper- mint (1 - 2 oz. per gallon of 
water).  

• Bait with 5% or less boric acid or food-grade DE 
in corn meal lightly coated with corn oil - don't 
forget to add a little earwig frass (insect refuse). 
Keep all baits out of the reach of children, 
pets and wildlife.  

• Earwigs will not cross a stripe of petroleum jelly 
or duct tape placed sticky-side up.  

• A tachnid fly parasite imported from Europe will 
greatly reduce earwig populations. Plant dill, 
parsley, sweet clover, fennel, buckwheat and 
herbs to make these flies feel at home. 

  
 

Important Hours Message 
 

Your hours form is due into Bruce Abraham at 
wiscorpio53@yahoo.com  or by mail His address is 
1911 Amy Jo Dr., Oshkosh WI, 54904. 
 
It is a very wise idea to have your hours mailed to 
Bruce around August 25. This will give you a few 
days incase there are mail problems. Nothing later 
than Sept.1 will be accepted unless permission is 
given by Bruce before that date.  
 
If you have any questions do not wait to ask them. 
Your time is running out. Email questions to Bruce 
or call Bruce at 279-3747. Call or email Linda 
Tobey at linda@americanpresstech.com  or  
734-2264. 

 
 
 

Master Gardeners Board Meeting 
July 6, 2010 
 

The Meeting was called to order by Mary 
Wiedenmeier, 6:00 pm 
 

Present: Mary Wiedenmeier, Kathy Daniels, Ivan 
Placko, Alice Graf, Linda Baeten, Sue Bohn, Stan 
Meyer, Bob Potter, Ken Hawk, Roy Anne Moulton, 
Marge Menacher.  Also present was MG member 
Kim Scharpf, welcome! 
 

Excused: Audrey Ruedinger, Nick Schneider. 
 

Treasurer’s Report –  
Alice provided a handout of detailing revenue and 
expenses.  The balance as of 6/30/10 is 
$12,674.13.  This includes 7,492.84 in checking, 
5,081.29 in a CD, and $100 cash on hand.  It was 
noted that the cookbooks are selling at the new 
price of $5.00. 
 

Secretary’s Report – Linda Baeten 
No corrections were made.  Linda will continue e-
mailing/mailing the Board Minutes to the members 
for easier review.  They also get sent to Jean Reed 
and Linda Tobey for posting on the Website.   
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

Amish Bus Trip 
Linda Baeten had drafted a letter of apology to the 
riders of bus #2 with input from Board members.   
The letter went out June 23rd.  At this point, no one 
present had heard a response from any who had 
received the letter.  A total of 28 letters were sent.  
Some names were unavailable. 
   
Worm Castings 
Ken Hawk reported four barrels of worm castings 
were purchased, three of which have been bagged 
and labeled.  One barrel remains unopened.  All 
are being kept in the garage on the UW Extension 
grounds. The bagged castings are selling well at 
the Farmer’s Market.  Ken will write up a notice to 
let members know the bags are now available and 
submit it to the Newsletter and to Kathy for e-mail. 
 

New Brochure, letterhead & website 
Roy Anne has found someone to do our graphic 
design who works out of their home.  She will be 
able to start in two weeks.  Roy Anne has sent her 
a copy of the existing brochure and letterhead 
along with the color pallet being used on our new 
website.  Discussion followed on whether we would  
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need a contract for the work.  It was decided by 
consensus that a contract wasn’t necessary, but a 
quote would be helpful. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
SOPs 
No progress due to vacations and lack of time. 
 

Annual Calendar 
Roy Anne provided a draft of an updated Annual 
Calendar.   

• A column has been added “Action by 
Whom” which would name either an officer, 
or position.  

•  The calendar could be used to help set up 
the agenda for the Board meetings.   

• Needs to add the scholarship time-frame 
and asked for confirmation on the County 
Fair awards.  Sue Bohn confirmed the Fair 
dates.  
Discussion followed on what to call the 
County Fair events.  A proposal is turned in 
and volunteers are able to get hours; 
therefore it should be listed as a project.  
The Home and Garden Show should also 
be listed as a project, and both would be 
considered Community Education. 

• Set up to address the item before it is 
due/happens. 

• Both start time and event time should be 
listed. 

Roy Anne asked the Board Members to review the 
Annual Calendar draft and re-address it at the 
August Board Meeting. 
 

Nominating Committee - Audrey 
Audrey was not present today.  Linda Tobey has 
expressed interest in serving on the Board.  The 
positions of Secretary, Vice President and one 
Board Member (Stan) are up for renewal.  Past 
officers are required to spend one year on the 
Board after they leave office for continuity.  Mary 
will check with Audrey on her progress in finding 
new candidates. 
 

Education Committee – Roy Anne 

• Ball Horticulture Garden Tour –  
9 people have signed up so far. 
Lawanda will do an article.  We usually get 
the best response from her articles. 
Roy Anne will announce it on the Facebook 
Page. 
 
 
 

 

Kathy Daniels will send out an e-mail to the 
membership with a deadline date before 
opening it to the public. 

• Roy Anne has begun to think about next 
year’s educational offerings.  A meeting of 
the Education Committee will be scheduled 
soon. 

 

Fall Classes 

• Nick had an article in the July Newsletter for 
Fall Classes. 

• There will be an introductory class on July 
29th. 

• The deadline to sign up is August 13th. 
• A contract must be signed and a 

background check done to attend MG 
classes. 

• A notice has been submitted, but has not 
appeared on the Website at this point. 

 

Other New Business 
o Report on the CSA Tour – Roy Anne 

Though only 6 people attended, it was a 
very interesting day.  Two CSAs were 
visited and a beekeeper.  One CSA served 
700 people from 15 acres.  The other one 
also had 15 acres, but served less people.  
The beekeeper used no chemicals and did 
not transport the bees.  “Field and Fork”, a 
restaurant using local produce was visited in 
Sheboygan. 

o Will try and do it again next year and 
perhaps rent a van. 

o Other CSA operations were mentioned such 
as “Growing Power”, Will Allen’s inner urban 
garden in the Milwaukee area.   

 

State Conference – a question came up 
whether we should pay for our State 
Representative to attend the State Conference.  
The Rep would then be able to report back to 
the membership.  Moved and seconded, 
Placko/Potter to pay the registration fee, 
reimburse mileage at the State rate, and offer 
up to $100 for accommodations for a 
representative to attend the State Conferences.  
Motion carried unanimously, voice vote.  Linda 
Baeten will call Bob Kosanke to inform him of 
the decision.  He will be able to submit the 
expenses to Alice after the convention if he 
chooses. 
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Publicity Committee – Linda Werner had 
written an article regarding the formation of a 
Publicity Committee.  It did not get in the July 
Newsletter.  Kathy will send the letter out in an 
e-mail and by U.S. mail to the membership. 
Habitat for Humanity – Dave Leonard has 
asked to have the name of this project changed 
from “Fox Cities Habitat for Humanity” to 
“Habitat for Humanity Partners” as it includes 
some Oshkosh projects. 

 

Project Book - Ivan will update the Project 
Book for the upcoming Fall Classes.  Sue Bohn 
will send him the information she has. 

 

County Fair – Sue Bohn 
o Sue asked if we could fund the day passes 

for volunteers at the County Fair as we did 
last year.  Agreed by consensus. 

o She is waiting from the Fair Committee 
regarding the 4-H scholarships that we 
offer. 

o The Fair is on August 3 to 8.  Volunteers will 
be needed in shifts from 3 to 7:00 pm.  A 
call for volunteers will be put out. 

 

Garden Walk – Linda Baeten 
o July 13 at 6:00 pm at Linda’s, 1112 Merritt 

Ave, Oshkosh. 
o A notice was in the July Newsletter.  Linda 

will also mention it on our Facebook Page. 
UWEX report of copies and expenses – Alice.  
We received a report of all the copies and mailings 
for the time period of 5/29/09 to 4/12/10.  The total 
bill for copies and postage came to $953.37 for a 
year’s worth.  It is still less expensive for us to use 
the Extension office.  Alice will pay the bill.  It was 
noted that the money collected for MG Classes 
comes to our Association. 
 

Meeting adjourned approximately 8:00. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Baeten 
 
 

Flower Arranging Update 
 

Sixty bouquets of beautiful flowers from the 
gardens of Dorothy Bonnin, Dorothy Gayhart-Kunz, 
Sandra Golliher, Becky Gratz, Lil Hansche, Synda 
Jones, Arlene Kosanke, Marge Menacher, Yvonne 
Molinski, Janet Priebe, Patty Schmitz, and mine 
were made with the residents on Monday, July 19 
(and June 21). The bouquets went to their rooms, 
the altar, the community tables and others placed in 
the foyer. What a lovely addition to Park View!  
 

August 2, August 16, and the 30th are the next 
dates we will be there. On the 16th, we'll be making 
bouquets to go on display in the foyer again. If 
anyone has extra flowers in their garden to donate 
to this event, it would be greatly appreciated-just 
bring them or call me to pick them up before 1:00 
on the 16th.  
 

Thanks to the wonderful MG's who make this 
terrific! 
Pat Behm 

 
 
Answer to “What Am I?” 
 

I am monarda or 
bee balm. Family: 
Lamiaceae (mint). 
Other common 
names are 
horsemint or wild 
bergamot. The red 
variety is 
commonly known 
as Oswego Tea. It 
was used by colonists in place of English Tea after 
the Boston Tea Party, when they threw the English 
tea in the harbor to protest the high taxes imposed 
on it by the British.  
 

Resources:  USDA Plants Database and associated 
links. 

 
 

Organic Gardening Tip of the Month 
From Lawanda Jungwirth 

  
Have you been thinking about a new or expanded 
flower bed or vegetable garden for next year?  
Avoid the hard work of removing sod and ditch the 
weed killer by cutting the grass as short as possible 
and placing sheets of cardboard or layers of 
newspaper over the area now.  Wet the cardboard 
or newspaper down and cover with straw or other 
organic mulch.  By next spring the grass 
underneath as well as the cardboard or newspaper 
will be decomposed and you’ll be ready for 
planting. 
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Octagon House Project  
 

This is the third year of the project to install an 
1870’s period Garden at the Neenah Historical 
Society’s Octagon House. Key features of this 
historical garden are: 1) Kitchen Garden, 2) 
Parlor Garden, 3) Rose Garden and 4) Shrub 
border. Planning and design was accomplished 
the first year. This is the second year of actual 
planting. 
 

The Kitchen garden consists of primarily 
vegetables with some flowers and herbs. The 
character of this garden will change from year to 
year. Anne Ross was chief designer this year. 
But it took the work of the entire committee to 
prepare the bed, plant, water and weed. 
Watering has been exceptionally easy this year. 
But with nature’s water there are plenty of 
weeds.  
 
The nineteenth century gardens also included 
some space for flowers. During this period it was 
called the Parlor garden which provided an 
aesthetic view from their Parlor window. For our 
project, we have called this the “Perennial 
Garden” as it is not located to view from the 
Parlor. It is located on the South side of the 
house and is in a perfect location for sun loving 
perennials. Last year we planted some shrubs 
along the house foundation in this garden, along 
with a few perennials. We enjoyed the flowers 
from the spring bulbs planted last fall. The 
shrubs took a beating, however, from the 
ravenous rabbits during the winter. However, 
they all seemed to have recovered. Anne added 
some screen cages to protect the shrubs this 
winter. 
 
Led by Karen Frititta, we have given the 
perennial garden a new look by adding and 
transplanting a few plants, many of which were 
donated by MGV’s. Thanks to all donors 
especially Ken Hawk. A Master Gardener sign 
has been added along with some rocks to help 
define the landscape. 
 

Completely new this year is the installation of the 
planned Rose garden. Planted were 3 modern 
climbing rose varieties (Henry Kelsey, John 
Cabot and William Baffin), with 4 “old rose” 
varieties (Louise Odier, Blush Hip, Blush 
Damask, Rosa Mundi, and Baronne Prevost). 
Plants are small. One plant has one bud so far. 
Anne and others planted some herbs and 

flowers in this bed to complement the kitchen 
garden across the walkway. 
 
There were also new additions to the shrub 
border. Planted were 3 Black Hills Spruce trees, 
2 lilacs, and 1 ninebark. We still plan to plant 
some yews and hydrangeas yet this fall.   
 
Lastly, thanks to the leadership of Ivan Placko, 
we also helped plant 3 crab apple trees along 
the North side of the adjacent Ward House 
property which also belongs to the Society.  
 
The committee: Anne Ross, Karen Frittitta, Linda 
Petek, Stan Meyer, Dave Thurow, Ivan Placko, 
Jerry Robak and Catherine Davis, invite you to 
visit anytime. 
 

In particular, mark Oct 2 on your calendar to 
come to the Country Fair at the Octagon House. 
The Master Gardeners will have a booth. Fair 
goers will enjoy demonstrations of activities 
during times of long ago. The Historical Society 
is thinking of having a contest for best garden 
vegetable, best preserve and best flower and is 
asking if a panel of MGV’s would be judges. 
More on this later. 
 

Jerry Robak and committee 
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SANCTIONED CORE PROJECTS 
 

Community Education 
 Marge Menacher  223-3467 
Community Gardens 
 Ruth Freye   734-5978 
Education and Control of Invasive Species 
 Lawanda Jungwirth  836-2878 

Audrey Ruedinger   231-5745 
Farmers Market 
 Dorothy Gayhart Kunz 233-8468 
 Janet Priebe   233-1898 
Humane Society Memorial Garden 
 Dara Sitter   582-4405 
Lincoln School 

Karen Wedde   231-9696 
Mary Haave   231-2542 

Octagon House 
 Jerry Robak   722-3311 
Paine Gardens 
 Bob Potter   233-3349 
Park View Cutting Garden 
 Bill Weber   231-2936 
Park View Vegetable Garden 
 Judy & Al Harms  688-5523 
Park View Prairie Garden 
 Ken Hawk   426-1691 
Park View Flower Arranging 
 Pat Behm   410-3290 
Plant Health Advisors @ UWEX 
 Barbara Kuhn   426-2920 
Rushford Town hall 
 Audrey Ruedinger  231-5745 
 Carol Dorsch   589-5936 
Shared Harvest 
 Ken Friedman   235-6766 
Fox Cities Habitat for Humanity 
 David Leonard   379-5860 
Washington & Webster Schools 
 Marge Menacher  223-3467 

 

OFFICERS / BOARD MEMBERS 

Mary Wiedenmeier (PRES)  426-0991 
Kathy Daniels (PRES)  233-0410 
Ivan Placko (VP)   721-9394 
Linda Baeten (SEC)   232-1224 
Alice Graf (TRES)   203-8252 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Susan Bohn    685-0427 
Marge Menacher   233-3467 
Stanley Meyer    725-6486 
Ken Hawk    426-1691 
Audrey Ruedinger   231-5745 
Roy Anne Moulton   886-1283 
Bob Potter    233-3349 

COMMITTEES 
 

Education and Trips 
 Roy Anne Moulton  886-1283 
Education – Meetings 
 Audrey Ruedinger  231-5745 
Event Planning 
 Kathy Daniels   233-0410 
 Mary Wiedenmeier   426-0991 
Historian 
 Dawn Kent   410-8866 
Membership 

Dawn Kent   410-8866 
Newsletter 
 Linda Tobey   734-2264 
 Jean Reed   729-9012 

Lawanda Jungwirth  836-2878 
Jane Kuhn   231-3993 

Refreshment Committee 
Linda Loker   426-1435 

State Rep 
 Bob Kosanke   231-1873 
SOP & Bylaw Committee 
 Stan Meyer   725-6486 
Sunshine 
 Liz Ginke   722-8140 
Hours   
 Bruce Abraham  231-3747  

Linda Tobey   734-2264 

Home & Garden Shows 
 Joni Pagel   233-6619 
 Cindy Meszaros  233-3550 
Website, Computer and Projector 
 Jean Reed   729-9012 

 

July 6 - Board Meeting – 6:00PM 
NO BUSINESS MEETING IN JUNE, JULY 

OR AUGUST 

 
 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Our purpose is to provide 
horticultural education, community 
service & environmental 
stewardship for our Community in 
affiliation with the 
University of Wisconsin 
Extension Program. 
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Flooded produce must be 
evaluated carefully before it is 

  

Safely Using Produce from 
Flooded Gardens 

Barbara Ingham and Steve Ingham, UW-Food Science 
 

After flooding occurs, gardeners often raise questions about the safety of consuming produce from gardens that were 
under water for a day or two.  How concerned gardeners have to be about using garden produce after a flood depends, 
to a large degree, on how “clean” the flood water was or whether it was likely to have been contaminated with sewage, 
river or creek water, farm run-off, or industrial pollutants.  The most conservative answer — one that eliminates any 
and all risks — is that gardeners should discard all produce that was touched by flood water.  However, if flooding 
occurs early, there will typically be weeks left in the growing season, and gardeners will likely wish to salvage some 
crops.  The following are tips for considering what can be salvaged and what must be discarded from a flooded 
garden. 
 

Produce can be cooked to ensure safety.  This is the best choice if anything that was touched by flood water will 
be served to those most at risk for serious consequences from microbial food-borne illnesses: young children, the 
elderly, pregnant women and those with compromised immune systems.  Note that cooking will not eliminate the risk 
posed by industrial pollutants. 
 

Discard all produce that is normally consumed uncooked (raw), including all leafy vegetables such as lettuce or 
spinach, regardless of how mature the plants are.  It is not possible to clean these crops as they have many ridges 
and crevices that could contain contaminated silt or bacteria.  All soft fruits that are ready to harvest, such as 
strawberries or raspberries, should also be discarded unless they can be cooked; they too are impossible to 
thoroughly clean and cannot be safely consumed raw. 
 

Other produce may be salvaged depending on the crop 
and how far along it is in the growing season.  In general, 
any produce where the edible part was directly touched by 
flood water presents a potential risk to health if consumed.  
This includes produce that was submerged or splashed by 
flood water.  The ability to salvage crops that will be eaten raw 
with minimal risk depends on the source of the flood water, 
time to harvest, and whether potential contamination will have 
been internalized into the plant tissue.  One starting point for 
evaluating the safety of produce from flooded gardens is the 
National Organic Program (NOP) guidance to farmers wishing 
to harvest produce from soil fertilized with non-composted 
manure.  The NOP requires a 90-day period before harvesting 
edible material from plants grown in soil fertilized with non-
composted manure, but where the manure has not come in 
contact with the edible material.  NOP standards require a 
120-day period before harvest of edible plant material that had 
direct contact with non-composted manure.  Research 
suggests that contamination from non-composted manure 
should present a more significant health risk than 
contamination from flood waters. 

 

Early season crops that are to be harvested within a few 
weeks after a flood, and that remain above flood waters 
should be safe to eat if cooked or peeled.  Examine any 
produce carefully before harvest.  If it is soft, cracked, bruised, 

or has open fissures where contamination might have entered, throw it out.  Intact produce can be eaten, but should 
be rinsed with clear tap water (DO NOT use soap) followed by a brief soak (2 minutes) in a weak chlorine solution of 
two tablespoons bleach in a gallon of water.  Finally, rinse the produce in cool, clean tap water.  Peel or cook these 
items thoroughly before eating.  Take care to prevent cross contamination in the kitchen.  Change the bleach 
solution if the water is no longer clean. 
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Vegetables, such as tomatoes, 
produced from flowers that form 
after flooding has occurred can be 
safely used.   

 
 

Plants where fruits have set (tomatoes) or where flowers are evident (broccoli/cauliflower) at the time of 
flooding present an undefined risk.  Before consuming these crops raw, consider the source of the flood water, 
the time since contamination, and the health of the tissue.  Always discard any tissue that is bruised, cracked or 
otherwise blemished.  Washing fresh produce with clear water, followed by a brief soak in a dilute bleach solution 
(see above) and then rinsing before eating or peeling will help to reduce any remaining risk. 
 

Underground vegetables such as beets, carrots and potatoes that are still early in their growth (at least four to 
eight weeks from harvest) should be safe if allowed to grow to maturity.  Root crops (i.e. new potatoes) that will 
be consumed within a month after flooding should be washed, rinsed and sanitized as directed above before cooking 
thoroughly.  Note that beets may be peeled after cooking, if desired. 
 

Melons and other fruits that will be eaten raw should not 
be consumed.  Recent food-borne illness outbreaks linked to 
melons suggest that these low-acid fruits may not be safe 
even if surface-sanitized.  

 

Late-season vegetables that result from flowers produced 
on growth that develops after flood waters subside 
should be safe.  This group of vegetables includes tomatoes, 
peppers, eggplants, squash, cucumbers, and other similar 
vegetables.  To increase safety, cook these vegetables  
thoroughly, or at least wash them well and peel them, if 
possible, before eating.   

 

Flood-damaged garden produce that is otherwise unfit for 
eating should not be canned or otherwise preserved.  
Garden produce that would be safe to consume after 
washing, sanitizing and cooking (see above) may be safely 
canned.  Because the low temperature of home dehydrators 
does not destroy high numbers of bacteria, do not attempt to 
dehydrate produce from flooded gardens.   

 

Never sell produce from a flood-damaged garden at a 
farm market or farm stand until you are sure that all 
contamination has been removed from the garden, usually a 
period of at least one month after the last incidence of 
flooding.  Check with the Division of Food Safety of the 
Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 
at (608) 224-4665 if you have questions about market sales of 
garden-flooded produce.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ó 2009 by the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System doing business as the division of Cooperative 
Extension of the University of Wisconsin Extension.   

 

An EEO/Affirmative Action employer, University of Wisconsin Extension provides equal opportunities in employment 
and programming, including Title IX and ADA requirements. 

 

References to pesticide products in this publication are for your convenience and are not an endorsement or criticism of one product over similar products.  You are responsible for using pesticides according to the 
manufacturer’s current label directions.  Follow directions exactly to protect the environment and people from pesticide exposure.  Failure to do so violates the law.   

 

Thanks to Sharon Morrisey, Patti Nagai and Robert Tomesh for reviewing this document, and 

to Kristin Krokowski for providing the photographs.A complete inventory of University of 

Wisconsin Garden Facts is available at the University of Wisconsin-Extension Horticulture 

website:  wihort.uwex.edu. 
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